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ISSION REPORT. |

GOVERNOR BLACK MAKES PUBLIC THE
DOCUMENT.

B iasen
(ANAL COMM

CoUNSEL APPOINTED TO AID ATTORNEY-

SrECIAL
DECIDING WHETHER JUDICIAL

GENERAL IN
PROCEEDING SHALL FOLLOW, [

(BY TELRGRAPH TO THE TRIRUNE]

Alhany, Aui 4 ~'The report of the Commis- |
4 spolated Governor Black to investl-
lhlr. “:\ expenditire of the SO0 voted
gate * ;;pp‘!_? for the improvement of the State
s ng docament—strong because it

is 1§ o strot
::;:Pl"m and piaces the blame where it be-

longs.

ghortly after it was made publie to-day Gov-
fr‘nﬂr Biack Vetook himeelf to Lake Champlain,
ressman Foote. Superintendent of

< Aldridege is absent at Block 1sl-

by

to visit ©
Public W

AN,
v

to-day

the report te fudicial, the Commission
summing up the evidence on hoth sides with
and absence of politieal blas. The Com-
personally inspected the work at the
it points, aceompanled by com-
re, and reports as the result:

in all casesa

in tone

eare

mission

{mpaoit

most

peient engines
T

“We have pot found it possible
{n which it seemod to us that money had been |
wasted throush insuflicient preparation, un-

wrong classification, or Improper
meRSUrP IS reduce the amounts to a
ecertalnty gr to attempt to repor amounts in
every vase where the evidence makes them In-
capahle of ascertainment.™

The Commlssion conslders the varlous Aif-
culties and hindrances to the work, and says
that during the nvestigation it has freguently
teen confronted with the necessily of deter-
mining the responsibility for buses discovered.

It stays that upon the Superintendent of Pub-
lle Works solely rests the responsibility for
making the contracts, and for the character,
extent and cost of the advertising; for the exer-
clge of his power to cancel and reject bids, for
gecurity required of contractors, ete., but he is
not responsible, nacessarily, for ihe cats of the
State Engineer’s department. Then It saya:

skilfur work

H(1 ]

“Although he cannct make pavments without |

the enginesr's certificate, he Is net compeiled to
pay In accordance therewith without question,
It 18 the payvment which makes error or Wrong
in the engineer's certificate effectual to Injure
the Siate”

He s charged with being responsible for the |

loss 1o the State, caused by the payments made
on the contracts. Any other view would reénder
his large force of inspertors URNEcessary, and
the cnet of thelr ma'ntenance wastetul expend!.
turs of money Had comp>leni ingpectors been
employed, faulty work by the enginecrs would

not have escaped, He. in eommon with State |
Engincer Adams, is responsible.  The Com-
missinne:s remove the possibliity of making

Btate Engipeer Adams the scapegoat. and fix
the responsibility also on Superintendent Al-
dridge.

Considerable space Is devoted to the subject
of breaks, some of which, the report says, “have
occurred upon portions of the canals upon which
no work of improvemént has been done, and
gome have occurred upon portions where work
hes been prosecuted. The latter, in our opinion,
are due In some Instances to lack of sufficlent
care or skill on the part of the engineers. Upon
contract No. 2, in the city of Syracuse, a brea
_ovourred which should have been avolded.”

The fallure to make publie YHe prices of the
econtracts, when let, 18 eriticlged, In some in-
stances, the report says, there was considerable
delay, and then adda;

“Delay in awarding 18 unnecegsary, and may
be made us= of for improper purposes”

Competency was not made the test In =elect-
ing inspectors, and there was a dual system of
inspestion which resulted In much of the work
being duplicated. Through bunglirg quantity
shects §t I8 pointed out the amount of rock
excavation allowed contractors was nearly 200,-
) euble wvards greater than it skould have
been. The preliminary survey was costly and
!"r-'-\---'i of Hitle value. Wasteful and extrava-
gant departure from the Intent of the contract
and specifications is also dwelt uprn.

The Commission ‘‘found on all the dlvisions
material classified as rock which was locsen«1
by picks and, which undoubtedly could be more
cheaply ploughed than blasted.”

The amount which the Cominigslon fixes as
that improperly expended was not less than
BLO0000, The enst of finlsking the work will
be nearly £14,000,000.

The force of men alowed the State Engineer
was not adeguate to the performance of all his

dutizs, the report says. He is a member of
many boards, and has many duties Imposed
Upon him, not generally understocd. He should

tave funds sufficient to enable him to secure
the best and most experienced engineering tal-
ert ald in planning and supervising the
waule work.

The work should be carried o completion, the
Comumnission belleves,

REFERAED TO ATTORNEY-GENERAL,

10

Governor Black has referred to Attorney-Gen.

eral Hancock the report of the Commission,
togethor with the testimony taken at that jnves-
t m, and has requested him to thoroughly

nf evidence

vestigation as to the existenoe

showing wrongdolng on the part of any indl-

vidua!, who has been In any way connected

with the work, and 1o report at the earllest

praciicable day whether judicial proccedings
e Instituted in compliance with the de-
{f justice

Governor Hlack is Aetermined that If wrong

hex Leen done it shall be righted, and that if
EUilt exist= there hall be punishraent. The re-
port of the Commission is not deemed specifi-
cally conclusive,

The documents were transmitted to-day to the
Alorre -Genern], with the following communi-
eation;

August 3, 1508,
The Hon, Theodore B Hancock, Attorney-Gen-
eral, Albany, N. Y
]Th't Commissioners appointed under Chapiter

IE' O the Luws of 1898 have filed with the Gov-

EXnGr Lheipr eport and the evidence upon which

hggsd, The test!mony j& valuminous, can-
Hi¥ting of nenrly sixty thousand words. The fact
At ronclusions stated in the report, while gen-
Crl i charnoter, present i condition which may
brcome the sulhi=ct of JuMelnl investigation,
The Atvinpey-General 18 the authoarity to which
FUCh Investigation may properly be Intrusted,

I therefore trunsmit to Yy the testimony
BHL report. with the request that you examine

for the purpose of determining at the
. - p diny whether judicial pro-
eceedings should he Insttuted against any of the
l':,rl'.r‘- refereed ta in the téstimony or report,
und _.f such proceedings should be Instituted,
'_" nature thereaf. 1 shall be glad to designate
counsel to pssist you In the examination of
!‘-'h' matiers subunitted, in any judiclal proceed-
ﬂuhh::h:-_h muy be hevenfter Legun, If the
testimony disoloses conduet on the part of any
peraan which subjects him to prosecution, that
i;lr‘;'-“"_'_lfl'-n should be prompt snd thoroush.
! |'n..1,. r-_'h upan the support and co-operation
of this Depirtment, Respectfullly yours,
FPHANK 8 BLACK.
ATTORNEY- GENERAL WANTS SPECIAL
COUNSEL
This is Att rnev-General Hancoek's reply:

. Albany, August 3.

The Hon, Frank £ Rlack, Governor of the Stata
. 0f New.York, Albany, N. Y.

.1;:‘)- ] !I|'dr Bir; 1 am in roeeint af vour come-
wlcalion of (o-duy, In which reference .8

actlenhle

3 apd State Engineer Adams returned to |

made to the testimony and report submitted 1o
you by the Commissioners appointed to Investl-
gate the work recently done in enlarging and
improving the canals of the State, and request-
ing that the report and evidence be examined by
me, suggesting also that you would be glad to
deslgnate counsel to assist in the examination of
the matters suhmitted.

The evidence tranemitted covers the Investl-
gatlon made by the Commission for a period of

| several monthe, and much time and lahor will
| be necesgary for the purpose of reading and ar-

ranging the testimony. As the dutles devoly-
Ing upon the Attorney-General's office are some-
what exacting, requiring the entire time of our
oMelal feree, 1 would respectfully request that
you designate counsel to make the desired ex-
amination, Very truly yours,
T. E. HANCOCK, Attorney-General.

Governor Black, just before leaving the Ex-
ecutive Chamber at noon to-day, officially named
Judge Edwin Countryman, of this city, to art as
special connsel with the Attorney-General in
examining the report af the Canal Commisslon,
for the purpose designated In the letter of the

| Governor to the Attorney-General.

(For detailed Canal Report see Pege Flve.)

SHOCKED BY LIGHTNING.

A HEAVY THUNDERSTORM DAMAGES

CAMP TOWNEEND.

LIEUTENANT WILSON,
SLARBOROUGH'S RAILROAD ETATION
OTHER

OF THE ENGINEERS, 1N-

JURED

AND POSTOFFICE DESTROYED

WESTCHESTER PLACES VISITED,

Camp Towngend can get up a pretty good
thunderstorm on occasion, but the one that
| pazsed over camp on Wednesday night has not
| 1ts purallel in camp history, and it will probably
l Hnger in the minds of the engincers until they
gee one more terrible in Porto Rieo, when it will
[ he nsed as a unit of measure in gauging the
fury of the tropical storm, The day had been
pleasantly cool and cloudy, and, while a thun-
| derstorm in the night was a possibllity, no one
. thought it would be severe. It began with mut-
| terings of thunder In the distance, which wers
not particularly noticed. But about 11 o'clock 1t
| broke in all its fury. It was terrible in its In-
| tensity, but grandly beautiful. The lightning
" was tlmost fncessant and the thunder uninter-
| rupted.  One could count five slowly through
the duration of the ordinary flashes, and some
of the longer ones as much as ten was counted.
Once fifteen was connted, but that time thers
was a short break of just a fraction of A sec-
onid between two flashes, With the thunder it
was Impossible to count more than three before
| the hills and valleys were reverberating with
anotner report, Sleep was Impossible, and every
one in camp was awake.

A bolt of lightning struck one of twin trees
just behind the tent of Chaplaln J. Warner
Fobes. Electrie wires pass from the tree Into
the chaplain's tent, for he and Surgeons Waltcr
D. Welb and Chetles 1. Proben, whose tents are
in the same row, have electric lights.  Along

| thess wires the llghining passed Into the chap-
lain's tent. It went down the pole in the rear

1.

of the tent, cracking It and breaking a mh'rm'I

| to pileces, and in some way it reached the front

pole, which It served in the same manner, hreak-

ing another mirror that hung at the entrance to
| the tent. Chaplain Fobes had been standing in
the middle of the tent floor between the two
poles just a few moments before, and had just
| wrapped a woollen blanket about him
| sought rest on his ceot.
| for a f>w moments, but its effects soon passed
| uff. The woullen Llanket had probably Iinsulated
| him somewhat from the electricity.

I'rooan Chaplain Fobes's tent the lghining
|pasned into Surgean Walter D, Webb's tent.
Dr. Wehh, however, was not In camp at the
| time. He had gone to the city, and, having
nigsed the early night traln, did not get to camp
until the storm was over. He was glad enough
afterward that he had not been In time to catch
the first train.  There were evilencea enough
that the lightning had heen in his tent whken he
got there, The fuges in the electrie lamp had
been burned out &nd thore was a hole in the
bottom of the glohbe,

Surgeon Proben was o his tent, however,
when the electricity got there. It came down
the rear pole, broke a mirror hanging on it
crackd the wooden handle of a razor strop
hanging under the mirror, shattersd a table
standing near the pole, and evidently passed
out along the Aoor, for splinters were turned up
in some of the boards. He felt the ghock
severely, and when he tried to move he found
the lower half of his body paralyzed, and it
was five minutes before he could get up.

HAD TO SEND FOR A SURGEON

Meanwhile Lieutenant H. C. Wilson's tent in
the line officers’ row was struck. He and Licu-
tenant William G. Mitchell were standing talk-
ing together when Licutenant Wilson fell over,
Nothing was disturbed !n the tent, and Lleu-
tenant Mitchell did not feel the shock at all
But Lieutenant Wilson had received enough for
a surgeon's atienilon, and Major Louls L. Sea-

man was promptly on hand. He found Lleu-
tenant Wilson suffering from the shock, with
his right side partially parclyzed. He was
Jonger in coming out of It than Sirgeon Proben
had been, and remained In guarters on his cot
all day yesterday. For a time ke could not
see out of his right eye, hui the sight s com-

as well as If lightning had rever come his way.
There were a ot of rather humorous tricks
the lehtning played, eithough they dil not
peemn at all funny at the time, First Lieuten-
ant J. G. Livingston, officer of the guard, was
| walking through the street when he waa
| knocked down, and found himself sitting in the
| mud. Cne of the guard reliofs was making the
rounds of the camp when the guns wera
knocked out of the hands of most of them, and
there wers a lot of reports about individuala
having been knocked down by the Hghining.
The storm, wileh began about 11 o'elock,
lnsted two hours, and a large quantity of water
fell in that time But yesterday was hot and
muggy, with another thundevstorm, a little one,
atter dinner.
USED A PUSHCART AB A POSTOFFICE.
There was @ tertific electrie storm in the Sing
Sing part of Westehester County early yester-
day. The rain fcll In torrenis, the roar of the

thunder sounded lke the firlng of hig gung, and
the flushes of lghting were blinding.

Al the height of the storm the Scarborough
station of the Hudson River Rallroad was struck
Ly Hghtning and burned to the ground. In the
building wes also the Searborough postoffice,
Theodore Nelde, of Sing Sing, I8 the postmaster
and station agent. The statlon was for the ac-
commodation of the wealthy residents of the
nelghbiorhood, Including William and John D.
Itockefeller; €, C. Clarke, first vice-president of
the Hudson River Rallroad; Mrs, Elllott ¥ Shep-
ard. W, W. Law and the Webh family. The
bullding was a neat frame structure, and was
almost new, having been entirely renovated o
ghort thme ago.

The ordinary mall matter in the postoflice was
algo  destroyed, but no reglstered letters or
money were hurned, as Postmaster Nelde takes
the valuable property to hls home every night
for safe keaping The damage wlll amount to
about &5 0K,

The residents of Scarborough yesterday re-
celved thelr mall from a pusheart Postmaster
Neide opened hig office In the cart, which he
txed to recelve his mall from the trains, and
the people went up to the vehicle for their
letters,

There were a number of trees hit by the light-
ning in 8ing Sing and destroyed, but no further
damage was cauged. )

The country home of Willlam Ebling, the New-
York brewer, at 8hell Isiand, Port Chester, was
siruck by Ughining in the etorn. The membirs
af the family were aroused from sleep Ly & ter-
rifie report, but were not hurt. They found that
the Lolt had knocked down the chimuey and
dutinged the roof, but otierwlse the bullding was

| uninjured,

and
The bolt stunned him |

ARMY COMMANDERS PROTEST,

FEAR EPIDEMIC OF FEVER.

GENERAL SHAFTER AND COMMANDERS
INSIST UPON WITHDRAWAL OF
AMERICAN TROOPS FROM
CI'BA

Santingo de Cubn, Aug. 3 (delayed In trans-
migston).—Summaoneid by Major-fienernl Shafter,
a meeting was held here this morning at head-
quarters, and in the presenca of svery command-
ing and medical officer of the Fifth Army Carps
General Shafter read a cable message from Soec-
retary Alger, ordering hiim, on the recommenda-

tlon of Surgcon-General Sternberg, 1o move the |
army into the interipr, to San Luls, where It 15 |

healthier,

As a result of the conference General Shafter
will instet upon the Immediate withdrawal of
the army North,

As an explanation of the situation the follnw-
Ing letter from Colonel Theodore Roosevelt,
commanding the 1st  Cavalry, tn  (ieneral
Shafter, was handed by the latter to the corre-
spondent of The Assoclated Press for publica-
tlon:

“Major-General Shafter,

8ir: In a meeting of the general and medleal
offleers ealled by you at the Palace this morn-
fng we were all, as you know, uranimous in
view of what should be done with the army.
To keep ns here, in the oplnlon of every officer
commanding a division or a brigade, will sim-
ply involve the destruction of thousands, There
fa na possible reason for not shipping practl-
cally the entirs command North at once.

“Yellow fever cases are very few in the cav-
alry division where 1 command one of the twn
bricades, and not one true case of yellow fever
has occurred in this divislon, except among the
men sent to the hospital at Siboney, where they
have, | belleve, contracted it

WHOLE COMMAND WEAKENED.

“RBut In thiz division there have heen 1.5%00
cases of malarial fever. Not a man has died
from It. but the whale commund I8 €0 weakened
and s=hattered as he ripe for dying ke
rotten sheep when a real yvellow fever epidemic,
instend of a fake epldemic, like the present,
strikea us, as It ia bound to If we stay here
at the helght of the sickness season, AUgust
and the heglnning of Septemiber. Quarantine
against malarial fever 1 mueh like quarantining
against the tonthache.

“All of us are cortain, as soon as the authori-
ties at Washington fully appreciate the con-
ditions of the army, to be sent home, 1f we are
kept here it will in all human possibility mean
an appalling disaster, for the surgeons here
estimate that over half the army, If kept here
during the slekly season, will die,

“Thig 18 not only terrible from the standpoint
of the individual lves lost, but it means ruin
from the standpoint of military efMelency of the
flower of the Amerlcan Army, for the great bulk
of the Regulars ars here with you. The sick
Met, large though It te, exceeding four thousand,
affords but a faint index of the dehilitation of
the army. Not 10 per cent are fli for active
work.

“Six weeks an the North Mnlne coast. for In-
starce, or elsowhere where the yellow fever
germ cannot possibly propagate, would make us
all as it as fighting cocks, able as we are and
eager 1o take a leading part in the great cam-
palgn agalnst Havana In the fall, even If we are

L]

! not allawed to try Portn Rien,

CAN BE MOVED WITH BAFETY.

"We can bs moved North, if moved at once,
with abanlute safety ta the ecountry, although,
of course, It would have heen infinitely better
if we had been moved North or to Portn Rien
twn weeks agn, If thers were any ohject in
keering 1us here we would face yellow fever
with as muoh Indifference as we face bhullets,

! RBut there is no ahject in it

ing back, and he Iz =0 much Improved that he |
| will probably be arcund again to-day almost |
Vout of the |sland of Caba and gent to some paint

“The four Immune reglments ordered hore are
sufMrcient to garrison the city and surrounding
towng, apd there |8 absolutely nothing for us to
do here, and there has not heen sinee the clty
surrenderad. It Is {mpossible to move [nto the
interlor. Every shifting of eamp douhles the
elrk rate In our present weakerad condition,
and, anyhow, the Interior i rather worse than
the coast, as | have found by mctual
nojegance,  Our present camps are as healthy
as any camps gt thiz end of the igland ean he,

“I write only becauss | cannot see our men,
who have fought so bhravely and who have
endured extrems hardship and danger so un-
eomplaininely, g0 to destruactlon without striv-
Ing 8o far as les In me to avert a doom as
fearful as It Is unnecessary and undeserved,
Yours respectfully,

"THEODORE ROOSEVELT.
“Colonel Commanding First Brigade

After Colonel Raosovelt had taken the initla-
tive, all the American general officers united In
a “round robin” addressed to General Shafter,
It reads:

COMMANDERS U'RGE

MOVING.

"We, the undersigned offfeers commanding the
various brigades, divislons, W the Army
af Occupation in Cubn. are of the unarnlmous
opinion that this army should Le at onee taken

ele,,

northern seai

on the 150 of the Unfted States;
that It can be done without daneer (o the peaple
of the 1'nited States: that yellow fever in the
Army at present I8 not epldemle: that there
are only a few sporadic cases; but that the
Army is disabled by malarial fever t¢ the ex-
tent that Itg eMelency i8 destroved, and that
It s In a conditlon to bLe practleally entirely
destroyed by an epldemic of yellow fever, which
I8 sure to come in the near future.

“We Know from the reports of competent
officers and from personal observations that
the Army is unable to move Into the Interior,
and that there are no facilitles for such n move
It attempted, and that 1t could not be attempt-
ed untdl too late. Moreover, the hest medical
authoritles of the Island say that with our
present equipment we could not lve in the In-
teclor during the ralny season without losses
from malarial fever, which Is almost as deadly
a8 yellow fever,

“MUST MOVE OR PERISH."

Army must be moved nt once, or perish,
Army can be safely moved now, the
peraons respongibile for preventing such a move
will be responsible for the unnecessary loss
of many thousands of lives.

“Our oplnlons are.the result of careful per-
somal ohservation, and they are also hased on
the unanimous aplnion of our medlcal oMeers
with the Army, who undersinnd the situation
ahsolutely.

“This
As the

“J. FORD KENT,
“Major-General Volunteers, commanding Flrat
Divislon, Fifth Corps.
“J, C. BATES,
“Major-General Volunteers, commanding Pro-
vislonal Division,
“ADNAH R CHAFFEE.
“Major-General Commanding Third Brigade,
Becond Division,
“SAMUEL 8. SUMMER,
“Brigadler-General Velunteera, commanding
First Prigade, Cavalry.
“WILL LUDLOW,

Continued on second page,

SAGASTA DELAYS PEACE.

CONFERS WITH PRESIDENTS
OF CHAMBERS.

CONSULTATIONS HELD WITH VIEW OF
ASCERTAINING OPINIONS OF
ALL PARTIES.

Madrid, Aug. 4.—Premler Sagasta eonferred
to-day with the presidents of both chambera of
the Cortes, and s now conferring with Marshal
Martinez Campos and the Duke of Tetuan, Min-
jgter of Forelgn Affairs In the last Cabinet of
the late Sefior Canovas,

U'ntil the officlal arcount of the peace negotia-
tions |s published, the utmost secrecy wlill be
obeerved,

The Spanish Cahinet met this afternoon, the
Queen Regent preslding, and the peace proposals
were discussed, Apparently no definite declslon
was arrived at.

The consultatiors hetween the Premlier and
the presidents of the Chambers are gald to be
really of a natlonal character, with a view of
ascertalning the opinlons of all parties.

The Government has not yet entered upon any
engngement regarding terms for concluding the
war with the United States. The Cabinet wlll
follow the advice of the party leaders and will
leave to the Crown the llberty of choosing new
advisers.

All the leaders consulted thus far have ob-
served the strictest reserve, with the exception
of Séfior Romero y Robledo, the leader of the
Weylerite party, who declares himself in favor
of contlnuing the war,

The Queen Regent has summoned several gen-
erala for consultation,

“La Correspondencia de Espana™ says the
fjovernment has no present Intention of convok-
ing the Cortes. “El Corren,” the Ministerlal or-
gan, =avs that, In addition to the Monarchist
chinfs, the Quesn Regent will consult Professor
Salmeron, the Republiran leader, and an Influ-
ential Carlist chief,

i i it
WHY SAGASTA IS 80 SLOW.

Londan, Aug. B, —~The Madrld correspondent of
“The Times" says:

“Though peace Is regarded as assured, It may
not be attained sn quickly as 1s generally ex-
pected.  Sefior Sagasta nbjects ta being hustled,
Inslsts upon everything belng done In a
He con-

and
qulet, arderly and dignificd manner.
siders [t necessary to have full and satisfactory
explanations as to all doubtful points in order
to enabile him hest to protect the natlional Inter-
ests agalnst the aggressive tendencies of the
Washington Cahinet.

“He has also to examine wvery minutely the
exigencles of the Internal situation amd home
politics, 80 as to avold popular dissatisfaction
and political unrest. The Spanish penple, though
gincerely desirous of peace, are disposed to ad-
mire this hesitancy and tenaclous holding out
ti!l the last, nlthough aware that It Implles
greater sacrifices. )

“As an Illustration of this ferling, while Gen-
eral Toral le blamed for capltulating at Santi-
ngo, Augustl, contlnulng a
hopeless resistance at Manlla, hids fair to be a

Captain-General

popular hero.

“It would he premature tn suppose that the
politieal  econsultations now proceeding fore-
shadow the resignation of the Liberal Cabinet,
when peace 18 conecluded,
have so constantly and loyally supported Sa-
gasta throughout the war that no factious op-
position need be feared from them.™

The Madrid correspondent of
Mall" says:

“The Government

“The Dally

hag not yet ansawered the
reocived President Moee
Kinley's reply to the explanations askedesfor by

acfior Sagasta. The Premler sald to-day that
the Government would reply to the Amerlcan

Ancerlcan note, nor

demardz early next week

“In consulting the party leaders Sagasta !s
follawing the precedents of Castelar, when the
Yirginius affair threatened war with the United

States It Is not probable that he will reslgn

ag a result of the econferences
“The Premier is Inclined to rush the treaty

through without convoking the Cartes, trust-

Ing to get a blll of Indemnity next month; but
the party leadera are not lkely to consent to

this course ™

e =
SECRETARY DAY LOOKS FOR PEACE.

Washington, Aug. 4.-A long conference he-
tween the President and Secretary Day and
Secretary Long wag held this forenoor, Becre-
tary Day, it may he sald, has full confidence
that there will he Hitle serious delay and bick-
ering over the closing of the detalls of peace,
A fortnight ago he was not so confldent, heing
disposed to fear Bpanish procrastination and
haggling over details. To-day he expressed the
optndon  personally, that he belfeved there was
nn longer danger on that seore, and sald that
polley seemed to have been abandoned under
the stress of cireumstances. This expression
goeg to confirm other Indications that peace |s
near at hand, ‘Those who have gone over the
ground and conferred with the afficlnls express
the belief that the outcome of peace Is very
nearly attalned. ©One Administration publle
man whao talked with the President and others
to-day predicted that a preliminary agreement
whieh would practically settle the war would
be effected within a week,

L ——

INTEREST OF FOREIGN DIPLOMATS,

Washington, Aug. 4 —DBaron Bpeck von Stern-
burg, In charge of the German Embassy In the
abserice of Ambassador Von Holleben, was at
the State Department to-day conferring with
the officials. The German authoritles—and, In-
deed, all the forelgn representatives here—are
nuturally greatly Interested In the progress of
the peace negotiations, and they are keeping
thelr governments fully advised of the various
stager. But while there |s this natural and ma-
terial interest, there has been no move to take
any part in the negotlations or to exerclse an
{nfluence on the results. Nelther (s there any
apparent anxlety on the part of ather European
Powera in the cholee of the French Ambassador
to conduct the negotiations on' behalf of Spain,
The Hritish Embassy officials are still absent
from the city, and so far as can be learned
they have shown no activity whatever in con-
nectlon with the psace negotiations. The Ital-

Continued on second puge.
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WAR NEWS 0F TO0-DAY,

A Madrid dispatel says that Sefior Sagasta ls
holding consultations with prominent Spau-
inrds on the gubject of pence, with the view
of ascertnlning the opinions of all parties;
the Premier wishes to examine Into every
detall of the questions nvolved.

The Spanish Government's final reply to the de-
mands of this country I8 expected in Wash-
Ington to-day.

General Milis 15 walting for more troops hefore
starting the general advance on San Juan,
Porto Rico: the Spaplards are expected to
make thele first stand at Abonitas, General
Otseeo's strong hold,

Colonel San Martin, the Spanish eommander of
Ponee, Porte Rieo, who abandoned the clty
on the approsch of the Amerleans, was
court-martialed and shot at San Juan; Lleu-
tenant-Colonel Puiz committed sufelde.

REPLY EXPECTED TO-DAY.

LITTLE OCCASION FOR DELAY BY THE
SIPANISH CARINET-YESTERDAY'S
CONFERENCE INCONCLUSIVE.

Washington, Aug. 4.~ There was an expectas
tion at the State Department that perhaps
toward the close of the afterneon some word
might bhe recelved from Spaln through the
French Ambasgador In reply to the President's
deliverance yesterday on the subject of peace
canditions. This expecration was based upon
the fact that the terms themselves had not becn
modified in any essential point, so that there
was little occaslon for prolonged discussion by
the Spanish Cablnet, which was presumed to

PORTO RICO INVASION,

GIENERAL STONE ADVANCING
NORTHWARD.

SPANTARDS EXPECTED TO MAKE THEIR
FIRST STAND AT GENERAL OTE-
GA'S STRONGHOLD, ABONITAS.

Ponce, Aug, 2, via 8t. Thomas, D. W, L, Aug.
3 (delayed In transmission).—The plan of came-
palgn Is not fully determined upon, but the
natural strength of the EBpanlsh position at
Abonitas and the character of the defensive
works erected there necessitates a flank moves
ment, The turning movement was begun
to-day, when General Brooke landed 3,000 men
at Arroyo, sixty milles east of here, From
there he can strike the military road leading
to 8an Juan, at Cayey, beyond Abonitas. This
wil! compel the Spanish commander, CGeneral
Otega, who has a great reputation, to abandon
his stronghold or be caughf hetween two fires,

It s possible that a second column may move
on his left flank also, in which case the present
advance on his front Is only a felnt.

General Stone s making a dashing reconnols-
sance north, to the direction of Arectbo. He
went into Adjuntas last night with five men
and four correspandents, and to-day he pushed
on along the Utuado road as far as Adjuntas,
The road rises west of the Cayey range, ahi= 8
rough, but practicable for cavalry and infantry.

If it Is found passable at Utuado, a light cols
umn of troops may be pushed across to the
north conast, and strike in on San Juan on the
left flank. But, If General Brooke I8 successful,
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have thoroughly consldersd this matter hefore
rendering the first reply.

However, It was percelved from the news dis-
patches that the Madrid Cabinet meeting had
been inconclusive, so it was then presumed that
nothing definlte could be expected before to-
marraw noon at the eartlest,

Thers I8 a eonfident bellef among the Admin-
{stratien oilicials that the Spanish Government
will accept the terms laid down by the Presi-
dent, and that the delay of a day or two In
recagnizing the Inevitabile 18 to be accounted for
by reerons of Spanish interrational pollcles,
whieh would not countenance an unresisting
submission without at least a display of a pur-
pose to Improve the terms. This, however, can-
not be accomplished, and the French Ambas-
sador, who ls well aware of that fact. unjgues-
tionably haa so Infarmed the Spanish Govern-
ment, though that Government has preserved

lie record in good form to meet the eriticlsm of |

its polttical opponents by submitting the coun-
ter-proposition preseated yesterday by M. Cam-
bon to the President

There I8 no doubt that the peace negotiatlons
are proceeding to the entire satisfaction of the
Presidents and members of the Cabinet. A
stiatement to that effect was made to-day by a
high officlal of the Administratlion, who ex-
presses the belief that within a very short time
there would be a complete cessation of hostlll-

ths.  The conference vesterdas afternoon at the
White House, in which the Presidont; M. Cam-
bon and Seeretary Day participated, was do-

voted fnlmogt entirely to a discussion of detaills
which are regarded by the Prestdent as unim-
portant, and hence the requests of the French
Ambassador for the most part will be acesdod Lo,
The questions upon which the Spanlish Govern-
ment have so far asked for additional Informa-
tion are regarded by the Administration as per-
feetly legitimate and proper, and up to this time
nothing has occurred to bring In question the
sincerity of thelr motives. Under the circums-
stances, it 15 the purpose of the President to deal
with tham In a spirit of perfect falimess, and to
make the road to peace as smooth for them as
the rights and dignity of this Government will
permit, and to this end unlmportant concessions
will be readily granted.
NO CAUSE FOR FURTHER DELAY.

It was midnight last nlght before the conces-
sion of the President regarding the meeting-
place of the peace commissioners was communi-
ciated to the Madrld authorities, so that, allow-
lng for the difference in time, It was impossihle
for an angwer to have heen recelved thls morn-
fng However, It is expected that the delay will
not Be long, probably at most not more than a
day or two, and that the answer when it comes
will be found to he an unconditional acceptance
of the terma as they now stand. The French
Ambassador was not disappointed in the result
of his meetiug with the President yesterday,
He realized that the Spanish ploa for an abate-
ment of the conditions would be useless, so far
as It touched the vital polnts of the demands.
He undoubtedly had reached that convietion at
the second Interview, when the President, in go-
ing over with him the terms he proposed as a
basis for peace, had Impresaed strongly upon
him the determination of our Government not
to Indulge In haggling for advantage; not to be
equipped with two sets of terms, maximum and
minimum conditlons, but to lay down at once
the propositions that the Unlted States deemed
to be falr and just as a basis for peace, and,
having done so, to adhere to them fArmly, so (ar
as all matters of principle were concerned.,
e

NEW-YORK TROOPS FOR HONOLULI.

Ban Franclseo, Aug 4. —The troops to go to Hono-
lulu Saturday on the transport Charles Nelson have
been designatm). They are the followlng companies
of the 18t New-York Volunteera: 1, Captain Me-
Intyre; K, Captaln Sager; L, Captaln Bheldon; M,
Captaln Tompking, and ¢, Captain Roach. These
compunies will be accompianied by n sergeant-

major, & quarterniaster-sergeant and hul?llal s
ard and one asslstant surgeon, Captain Ashley.
Major Chase will be In command otl'th&mou The

_ wial number of officers wid men

MAP OF THE SCENE OF OPERATIONS IN PORTO RICO.
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It §s probuble that General Otega will find
Abonitas untenable, in which casc the whole of
the Army, after effecting a junction, will move
on the maln road.

AMERICANS WELCOMED EVERYWHERE.

General Stone met with & most enthuslastle
weleome from the natives in the villages and
towns he passed through. Women and childran
strewed the etrests with flowers, and as he
passed houses and town halls they flew homes
made Amerlean fAlars,

Behind him moves Company € of the 24 Wis«
eonsin Regiment, under Lleutenant Bedineer,
The enemy, numhbering ahout four hundred, pre-
ceded him. The enemy has for hours been in
full retreat

The Amerlcan advance has not hean extended
hevond Juan Dias, though reconnoitring parties
have touched Coamo,

General Garretson's brigade and the batters
fes are camped ‘ust beyond Ponce,

A general advance will not be ordersd untfl
all of General Mlles's plans are perfected; but,

when the advance is once begun, it will be very
rapld.

The fleasr will bo- “ard San Juan and make
other diversions to kesp the enemy busy at
every point,

In the harbor of Ponce and at Arroyo, om
board ship, are the 54 1llinols, the st Ohlo, the
4th Pennsylvania, the Oth anl 1Uth Regulars
and the 324 Michigan.

There are constant alarms at the outposts,
but there has been no flghting as yet,

>

SPANISH COMMANDER SHOT.

COLONEL SAN MARTIN, WHO EVACUATED

PONCE, I8 EXECUTED FOR COWARDICE,

Madrid, Aug. 4.—An official dispatch from San
JIuan de Porto Rleo says that Colonel Ran
Martin, who was In command of the Epanish
garrison at Ponee, has been court-martiallad
and shot for abandoning the place without re-
sistance,

Lieutenant-Colonel Pulz, the second In come
mand, committ:d suicide.

Ponce, Porto Rico, Aug. & (delayed in transe
mission) —Colonel 8an Martin, the Spanish coms
mander, wha evacuated this place without orders,
is a prisoner at San Juan de Porto Rico. Ha

will be tried for cowardice, and will probably be

executed,
e e ——
MILES WAITING FOR TROOPS.
Ponce, Porto Rwo, Aug. 4-8c far as

known, no further forward movement will be
made by the Ameriean troops untll the arrival
of more transports, which are expected hourly.

There has been no fighting up to the preseat,
so far as known, The Spaniards are expected
to make thelr first stand at Abonitas, thirty-five
miles from here, where two or three thousand
Spanish Regulars are belleved to be entrenched.
" The present prospect is that there will be no
actual fighting for several days.

The Spaniards are reported to be advancing,

though this is not generally helleved.
In addition to the regular fortifications at Ay-

bonitas, on the road to San Juan, it Is reported
that the enemy has mined the cliffs, preparatory
to blocking the road, If obliged to retire,

i —

AMERICAN TRANSPORTS AGROTND,

Ponce, Aug. 3 (delayed in transmisslon).-
The transport Massachusetts, having on board
troops A and C, of the New-York Cavalry, the



